COURSE DESCRIPTION
Ethics and integrity in research in communication sciences and political sciences

Academic year 2025-2026

1. Programme-related data

1.1. Higher Education Institution Babes-Bolyai University

1.2. Faculty Faculty of Political, Administrative, and Communication Sciences
1.3. Doctoral Shool Doctoral school of Communication, PR and Advertising

1.4. Field of study Communication Sciences

1.5. Level of study Doctorate

2. Course-related data

Ethics and integrity in research in communication sciences and

political sciences Course code | SCDCRPP4

2.1. Course title

2.2. Course coordinator Prof. Dr., Dr. Habil Sandu Frunza

2.3. Seminar coordinator Prof. Dr., Dr. Habil Sandu Frunza

2.4. Year of study | [ 2.5. Semester ‘ [ 2.6. Type of assessment Exam

2.7. Course status Compulsory 2.8. Course type Core subject

3. Total estimated time (hours per semester of teaching activities)

3.1. Number of hours per week 3 | of which: 3.2. course 2 | 3.3.seminar/ laboratory/ project 1
3.4. Total of hours in the curriculum 42 | of which: 3.5. course | 28 | 3.6.seminar/ laboratory 14
Time allocation for individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST) hours
Learning from textbooks, course materials, bibliography, and notes (IS) 14
Additional research in the library, on subject-specific electronic platforms, and on-site 12
Preparing seminars/ laboratories/ projects, assignments, reports, portfolios, and essays 14
Tutoring (professional guidance)

Examinations 2
Other activities

3.7. Total hours of individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST) 44
3.8. Total hours per semester 42
3.9. Number of credits 9

4. Prerequisites (where applicable)

4.1. curriculum- Not applicable
related

4.2 skills-related Not applicable

5. Specific conditions (where applicable)

5.1. course-related -

5.2. seminar/laboratory-related -




6. Subject-specific learning outcomes

Knowledge

1. Knowledge of the concepts and tools of scientific research ethics

2. Copyright Legislation

3. Legislation and Regulations on Scientific Research

4. Institutional and personal practices and policies on writing, communicating and publishing research data

Skills

1. Identifying practices on integrity and exercising them

2. The ability to design and conduct research that respects ethical norms, participant rights, and the
social impact of science

Responsibility and autonomy

1. Active and responsible participation in the research and science communication market

2. Will know the strategies and practices on scientific research

3. Will know the legislation that describes the protection of the rights of original authors on their work and
how others can use it.

4. Will know and assume the set of rules that regulate CDI activity.

7. Contents

7.1. Course Teaching and learning methods Remarks!

Ethics and integrity. Principles and | Lecture, text analyses based on
practices of integrity in personal life, | photo/video materials,

in professional life and in the discussions, debates
development of organizations. The
problem of personal integrity in
research and publishing practices.

Ethical communication and Lecture, text analyses based on
professionalism of the researcher; photo/video materials,
Ethical principles of research in discussions, debates

socio-human disciplines; Good
conduct in the research activity

Research ethics — normative and Lecture, text analyses based on
institutional framework: European photo/video materials,

Chart of Researchers (2005); Law discussions, debates

206/2004 with subsequent
amendments; Code of ethics and
professional deontology of the
research and development staff;
UBB Code of Ethics; National
Council of Ethics; Ethics
committees

1 For example, organisational aspects, recommendations for students, specific aspects relating to the
course/seminar, such as inviting experts in the field, etc.



Research in communication sciences
and political sciences from the
perspective of research ethics on
human subjects; Ethical challenges
before the beginning of research;
Ethical challenges during the
conduct of research; Ethical
monitoring of the study; Ethical
challenges after the completion of
the research

Lecture, text analyses based on
photo/video materials,
discussions, debates

Ethical requirements regarding the
drafting of biannual papers, projects,
research reports, conferences and
scientific articles

Lecture, text analyses based on
photo/video materials,
discussions, debates

The problem of plagiarism; Features
of plagiarism and its implications;
Multiple publication; Intellectual
property and copyright

Lecture, text analyses based on
photo/video materials,
discussions, debates

Ethical aspects regarding the
communication of research data and
the publication of articles and
scientific

Lecture, text analyses based on
photo/video materials,
discussions, debates

Ethical challenges of using Artificial
Intelligence in research, writing and
communication of research results

Lecture, text analyses based on
photo/video materials,
discussions, debates

Case studies: violations of ethics in
research

Lecture, text analyses based on
photo/video materials,
discussions, debates
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7.2.Seminar/ laboratory

Teaching and learning methods

Remarks

During the seminar classes, the
topics addressed in the course are

developed.

Text analyses/ photo-video
materials, discussions, debates

Bibliography:
The bibliography is the same as
the course one.

8. Evaluation

Type of activity

8.1 Evaluation criteria2

8.2 Evaluation methods3

8.3 Percentage in

adequate use of bibliographic sources;
- compliance with ethical rules
regarding the various phases of
research, including in terms of
capitalizing on the results obtained

angle from which they
draft this text must be
one that comes from the
topic of their doctoral
thesis and highlights the
exigencies, procedures
and ethical dimension
of the topic addressed.

the final grade

-compliance with the principles and The PhD students will | 90%
rules imposed by the ethics of elaborate a 10-page text
research; (Times New Roman 12
- analytical and synthesis capacity; to 1.5 lines) in which
- the ability to operate correctly and they will analyse the
appropriately with the concepts and ethical challenges
methodology of the research specific brought by the topic
to the field; they are researching
- assuming the exigencies of during the doctoral

8.4. Course interdisciplinary scientific research; study program. The

2 The evaluation criteria must directly reflect the learning outcomes targeted at the level of the degree programme
respectively at the level of the subject. More specifically, the learning outcomes set out in the expected learning
outcomes are assessed.

3 Both final evaluation methods and ongoing evaluation strategies should be established.




the gained knowledge; Active participation 10%
- the ability to understand the relevant | within the seminar
concepts and theories in the field; activities

- the way in which the specific

8.5. Seminar/ laboratory | terminology is used,

- the manner of applying theoretical
knowledge in concrete situations;

- the way of argumentation

8.6 Minimum standard for passing

At the end of the semester, the PhD students must prove that they have acquired the basic knowledge
taught and that they are able to apply in concrete situations the knowledge and skills acquired.
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Date of entry: Signature of course coordinator Signature of seminar coordinator
September 2025
Prof. dr. Frunza Sandu Prof. dr. Frunza Sandu
Date of approval in the department: Signature of the head of department
September 2025

Prof. univ. dr. Delia-Cristina Balas

4 Select a single label which, according to the Implementation of SDG labels in the academic process, best matches
the subject. If the subject addresses sustainable development in a generic manner (i.e. by presenting/introducing
the general framework of sustainable development, etc.), then the Sustainable Development generic label may be
applied. If none of the labels describe the subject, select the last option: “No label applies.”




